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Sir Percy Cox to Mesopotamia, but this would be
difficult until the mandate was given and he could
act with undivided authority. It seemed unlikely
that the mandate would be given before the New
Year, but an early announcement of Sir Percy's
return was desirable. In the end it was decided
that Lord Curzon should himself telegraph privately
to Sir Percy Cox at Teheran, suggesting his return
to Mesopotamia and consulting him generally on
the whole situation. At the same time the War
Office and India Office were to call for reports on
the progress that was being made in transferring
military departments to the civil administration.
The British evacuation of Syria had meanwhile
been carried out in accordance with Mr. Lloyd
George's aide-memoire to the French Government,
and on the igth November a report was received
that a wild covenanter from Aleppo named
Ramadhan al Shallash was on his way to Deir az
Zor, on the Euphrates, which used to be the head-
quarters of a central independent sanjaq under the
Turks, and did not properly belong either to Syria
or to Mesopotamia. Here local tribesmen, under
Ramadhan3s leadership, attacked a British outpost
and held the garrison as hostages. Feisal, who was
at that time in Paris in connection with the negotia-
tions for the evacuation of Syria, disclaimed all
connection with the incident and gave immediate
orders restraining his excited followers, but the
incident led to the withdrawal of the British detach-
ment and the incorporation of Deir az Zor into the
zone under Arab administration. This did not,
of course, popularise the Arab Government of
Damascus with the British authorities in Mesopo-
tamia, who suspected Feisal of encouraging the Arab